
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  V O T E R  I D  R E Q U I R E M E N T S

W h a t ’s  D i f f e r e n t ?

B e g i n n i n g  i n  2 0 1 6 ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  w i l l  r e q u i r e  v o t e r s  t o  s h o w  a  p h o t o  i d e n t i fi c a t i o n  
( p h o t o  I D )  w h e n  t h e y  v o t e  i n - p e r s o n .

There are no photo ID requirements to vote an absentee ballot by-mail. If a voter does not have his or her photo ID when voting in-person, he or she can 
still cast a provisional ballot and bring acceptable photo ID to the county board of elections before provisional ballots are counted after the date of the 
election in accordance with Section G.S. § 163-182.1A.

(Subject to certain exceptions, photo ID must be unexpired. )

Voters who are at least 70 years of age may show an expired photo ID, as 
long as the ID did not expire before the voter’s 70th birthday. 

A voter will not be required to show photo ID if the voter declares that he or she 
is a victim of a natural disaster occurring within 60 days of the election date. 
The voter must reside in a county that has officially been declared a natural 
disaster area - either by the Governor of North Carolina or the President of the 
United States.

Voters who have a religious objection to being photographed may file a 
declaration with their county board of elections and will not be asked to 
present photo ID.  If a voter does not file a declaration at least 25 days 
before the election, they may cast a provisional ballot.  The ballot will be 
counted if the voter then executes the declaration and provides an 
acceptable document showing the voter's name and address, such as a 
current utility bill, bank statement, paycheck, or government document, 
prior to the time for counting provisional ballots.

For in-person voters, there are exceptions to the photo ID requirement:

Age 70 and Older Natural Disaster 

Religious Objection
Persons who travel to a voting place (either on Election Day or during Early 
Voting), but because of age or physical disability are unable to enter the 
voting enclosure without physical assistance, will be permitted to vote from 
their vehicle. They may show either a photo ID listed above or an acceptable 
document showing the voter's name and address such as a current utility bill, 
bank statement, paycheck, or other government document, prior to the time 
for counting provisional ballots.

Curbside Voters 

AC C E P TA B L E  P H OTO  I D  I N  2 0 1 6

N C  D r i v e r ’s  L i c e n s e ,  L e a r n e r ’s  P e r m i t ,  o r  P r o v i s i o n a l  L i c e n s e

S p e c i a l  I d e n t i fi c a t i o n  c a r d  ( N C  D M V  I D  C a r d )

U S  P a s s p o r t

U S  M i l i t a r y  I d e n t i fi c a t i o n  c a r d

Tr i b a l  e n r o l l m e n t  c a r d  i s s u e d  b y  a  f e d e r a l l y - r e c o g n i z e d  t r i b e

Tr i b a l  e n r o l l m e n t  c a r d  i s s u e d  b y  a  N C - r e c o g n i z e d  t r i b e ,  s i g n e d  b y  a n  e l e c t e d  t r i b a l  o f fi c i a l ,  
a n d  c o m p l i a n t  w i t h  G . S .  §  1 6 3 - 1 6 6 . 1 3

O u t - o f - s t a t e  d r i v e r ’s  l i c e n s e  o r  n o n - o p e r a t o r ’s  i d e n t i fi c a t i o n  c a r d  ( B U T  o n l y  i f  t h e  v o t e r  
r e g i s t e r s  t o  v o t e  i n  t h e  c o u n t y  w i t h i n  9 0  d a y s  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n )

U S  V e t e r a n s  I d e n t i fi c a t i o n  c a r d  i s s u e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  V e t e r a n s  A f f a i r s



W here  do  I  ge t  a  f ree  DMV  ID  ca rd?

What do I need to bring to get a free NC DMV ID card?

What does the free NC DMV ID card look like?

Two documents that prove the voter’s age and identity (examples:
a birth certificate, court documents, tax forms, certain school records);

1

A valid Social Security number; and

2

A document to prove the voter’s North Carolina residency (examples: 
a lease, voter registration card, utility bill, or a letter from a homeless shelter).

To view a complete l ist of acceptable documents to obtain a free NC DMV 
ID card, please visit  www.ncdot.gov/dmv/driver/id/ 

3

In 2014 and 2015 elections, i n -pe rson  vo te r s  ( a t  a  
o ne -s top  ea r l y  vo t i ng  s i t e  o r  a t  t he i r  po l l i ng  
p l ace )  may  p resen t  pho to  ID  be fo re  vo t i ng , bu t  
w i l l  no t  be  requ i red  t o  do  so .  Vo te r s  w i l l  a l so  be  
a sked  i f  t hey  have  one  o f  t he  app roved  f o r ms  o f  
ID.  I f  t ha t  vo te r  i nd i ca tes  he  o r  she  does  not have

a  pho to  ID  accep tab l e  f o r  vo t i ng  i n  2016 , t ha t  
vo te r  w i l l  be  asked  t o  s i gn  an  acknow ledgemen t  
o f  t he  pho to  ID  requ i remen t  and  g i ven  a  l i s t  o f  
accep tab l e  f o r ms  o f  pho to  ID  and  i n f o r ma t i on  on   
how  to  ob ta i n  one.

Fo r  m o r e  o n  V o t e r  I D  r e q u i r e m e n t s  s c h e d u l e d  t o  g o  i n t o  e f f e c t  i n  2 0 1 6 ,  v i s i t  
V o t e r I D . n c . g o v  o r  c a l l  t h e  S t a t e  B o a r d  o f  E l e c t i o n s  a t  1 - 8 6 6 - 5 2 2 - 4 7 2 3 .  To  fi n d  t h e  D M V  

n e a r e s t  y o u ,  v i s i t  w w w. n c d o t . g o v / d m v / c o n t a c t / .   

AT THE POLLS

Go  t o  you r  l oca l  No r th  Ca ro l i na  D i v i s i on  o f  Mo to r  Veh i c l es  (DMV )  o ffice  o r  v i s i t  a  mob i l e  DMV  o ffice  t o  
ob ta i n  a  f ree  DMV  ID  ca rd .  To  ob ta i n  t h i s  f ree  NC  DMV  ID, vo te r s  w i l l  need  t o  p resen t  DMV  w i th  

documen ts  t o  p rove  age  and  i den t i t y,  r es i dency, and  a l so  p rov ide  a  va l i d  Soc i a l  Secu r i t y  number.

The  DMV  ID  ca rd  w i l l  l ook  i den t i ca l  t o  a l l  NC  DMV  i s sued  spec i a l  i den t i fica t i on  ca rds .

___  cop ies  o f  t h i s  pub l i c  d o cume n t  we re  p r i n t e d  a t  a  co s t  o f  $____ , o r  $____  pe r  copy.
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